HEALING POWER

BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

Ron White

Updated March 1, 2007
The following email was originally sent to a PALS (Person or People with ALS).  To save me time, I'm forwarding it to you for you to implement (if you haven’t already).  My friends in this email are John and Evelyn who are Roman Catholics---just so you know that I'm not prejudiced against any religious organization---we are all part of the "body of Christ".  They have implemented this, and John recently said in an email to me, "Praise God, I'm healed of ALS!!!"  You see, God does hear and answer your prayers!!!  Sometimes, it's as simple as knowing which "keys" to have.  This is one important “key” to receiving healing and answers to prayer.  
 

Please read this as if it were written DIRECTLY to you---for YOU to check out with Scripture to determine its truthfulness, and for YOU to implement.  It has many truths from Scripture that cannot be learned in a mere few years.  

 

Ron White

Dear Friends,

 

Thank you so very much for the feedback and encouraging words to and prayers for me.  Perhaps you'll never know in this lifetime how meaningful and valuable such feedback is to me personally and spiritually, but God knows.  I'm most appreciative and thankful.  

 

You are my friends.  More than friends, according to the Bible, we are spiritual brothers and sister in Christ.  It matters not that you may be Roman Catholic or other.  What matters is that we use the Holy Bible for everything we believe, receive, act on, and practice in our spiritual walk with the Lord, and I'm so very glad you are doing this.  

 

As you know and have realized by now, getting rid of a terminal illness, being healed and to recover is the best part of ALS----certainly not the getting it, having it or keeping it.  I'm happy to learn that you are not only becoming closer to the Lord but are also on the road to healing, restoration and recovery God's way.  His way is the only way worth doing.  All else is minutia by comparison.  

 

I want to comment on two primary things.  One, in your earlier email, you said that Evelyn was on cloud nine after our phone conversation.  My response in summary:  The Holy Spirit ALWAYS does good work----and it's to Him that I thank, praise and give all credit for anything good, including the good results of that phone call.  I look forward to more blessed phone calls.  

 

Two, in this email, you mention that implementing all the previous things shared with you, such as priorities, are "hard" to do or, as I take this to mean, difficult.  I agree.  The easy way is the world's ways.  God's ways are always the more difficult and challenging, but never impossible.  God provides us with a "roadmap".  It's the Bible.  The Bible and its contents provide answers to every one of life's issues, problems, circumstances, and a means to the right end----perhaps it doesn't explain or tell us what car or home to buy, but it certainly tells us the way to true happiness, success in this life and the life to come---in detail.  But God's ways and living a holy life is always much more difficult than the world's or society's ways.  What the Bible does not mention in minute specifics, the Holy Spirit, the Helper, will help us with all things not specifically mentioned, if we pray, ask, and then trust Him to answer our prayers for help, wisdom, guidance and instruction.  

 

After reading your email and in prayer about the "hard" or difficulties in implementing priorities, I felt led to share something previously addressed, but even more so now.  

 

That is, the need for your baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

 

You have reached a good and wonderful point and realization of spiritual truth (a point that most Christians seldom attain, reach, understand, or admit.)  

 

In view of your honesty and openness to admit this difficulty (which is a weakness in all humans, including me, not just you), you have admitted, not to defeat, but the realization that without God and His power in our lives, we all fail in some way and come short of the glory of God, without exception.  Such is applicable to every human on earth.  

 

(Also, as an explanatory note, and I will have several such notes in this email, in my statements below, it may sound like I'm being a bit argumentative in the teachings----this is for a reason and purpose, because probably 99 out of 100, or 999 out of 1000, "professing" believers in Christ do not believe, will not believe or practice, nor accept teaching about baptism in the Holy Spirit.  You may very well face some of these folks soon, and I will try to offer you Scriptures and quotes of not only what they may believe and why, but also Scriptures to refute their false thinking, beliefs, practices, secular humanism, and false doctrines.)  

 

Jesus knew we needed more help and power when He was about to depart earth and ascend to heaven.  He promised the Comforter, the Promise, the Helper, the Holy Spirit who would come and who would lead us into all truth (John 14:25, 26).  How did He do this?  

 

To begin with this subject, I suggested the book, "The Holy Spirit and You" and the book "How to be Baptized in the Holy Spirit", both by Dennis and Rita Bennett, Episcopalian priest and spouse.  

 

As a scriptural reference for what I'm suggesting as an extremely high priority to you at this point in your life today, please refer to Exodus 31, where God spoke to Moses about a man whom God had given all kinds of good gifts for service to build the tabernacle.  

 

In Exodus 31:3-5, 6, God said, "And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, to design artistic works to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of workmanship......and I have put wisdom in the hearts of all the gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have commanded you."  Key words:  "Filled him with the Spirit", meaning "filled with the Holy Spirit" or as also stated in Scripture "baptized in or with the Holy Spirit."  (All bold, underlining, capitalization are mine for emphasis, and all quotes are from the NKJ Version except where noted.  I believe the NKJV is the most accurate of all Bible versions and includes any discrepancies with other early manuscripts.  Other OT examples tell how personalities were filled with the Holy Spirit for a specific work.  Note also that only select individuals had this Holy Spirit baptism in the Old Testament, but after the day of Pentecost outlined in Acts 1 – 3, every New Testament believer can have this “baptism” as provided for by Jesus’ instruction.)

 

In Luke 24:49, Jesus said, "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high."  (The "Promise" here is the Holy Spirit.)  

 

Acts 1:4, 5, 8 explains this in further detail:  "And being assembled together with them He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, 'which,' He said, 'you have heard from Me; for John (the Baptist) truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.'  Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, 'Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom of Israel?'  And He said to them, 'It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.'"  (Note that "baptism with water" is separate and distinct from "baptism with the Holy Spirit", and as will be discussed later, not the same as salvation.  Note also that once baptized in the Holy Spirit, the persons became and would become "witnesses" about Jesus Christ to others.  That includes you and me, once so baptized.)  

 

Luke 11:9-13 contains subjects about which one could preach a dozen different sermons or teachings, but verse 13 is the one I would like to emphasize for this sharing with you.  Beginning with verse 9:  "So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?  Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!"  

 

So, first, we must believe---then we "ask" our heavenly Father to "give the Holy Spirit" to us who ask.  Pretty simple, isn't it?  

 

Many churches, denominations, seminaries, theologians believe and teach that one is filled or baptized with the Holy Spirit at the moment one believes in and accepts Jesus.  This is not necessarily true---and to back up this statement, let's read another Scripture that definitively separates these two---that one is NOT necessarily baptized in the Holy Spirit at salvation or when one believes in Jesus Christ---that is to say, that "salvation" or "being saved" or "eternal life" (to use biblical terms) is NOT the same as "baptism with the Holy Spirit".  "Eternal life" and "baptism in the Holy Spirit" are two distinct separate acts or graces, both of which may happen when one receives eternal life, but generally, Holy Spirit baptism generally occurs afterwards at a different time, if one seeks and asks.  

 

John 14:15-16 says, "If you love Me, keep My commandments.  And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper (literally, "Comforter", Greek Parakletos) that He (the Holy Spirit) may abide with you forever----the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you will know Him (the Holy Spirit), for He dwells with you and will be in you."    

 

Note, Jesus was talking to His disciples here----they already believed in Jesus and had received the gift of eternal life----but they had NOT yet been baptized in the Holy Spirit.  In Jesus' own words, the Holy Spirit was "with" the disciples, but the Holy Spirit was not yet "in" them----they had not yet been baptized in the Holy Spirit.  To summarize this point, when we receive the gift of eternal life by believing in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit is "with" us; only when we are "baptized" in the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit "in" us, to use Jesus' own quote here.

 

I stress this point and give scriptural quotes to refute the popular theology that one is automatically baptized in the Holy Spirit "when" or "as" one believes in Jesus Christ and receives the gift of eternal life.  It is "possible" to receive and "possible" to be baptized in the Holy Spirit at the same time as salvation and believing in Jesus, but it may not be----the evidence of such a baptism will be irrefutable, as I will discuss later.  The point to be made here is that some erroneous doctrines teach that "being saved" or to receive "salvation" or "eternal life" is THE SAME AS being baptized in or filled with the Holy Spirit, and this simply is not true.  

 

In John 14, Jesus is talking and explaining about His going away---about His returning to heaven to be with the Father once again.  In verse 18, Jesus promises that in His leaving, "I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you", meaning both that Jesus will return again but also that He will give the Holy Spirit as well---He won't leave His disciples and other believers without the presence of God the Holy Spirit or "orphans"---and He provides the means for receiving the Holy Spirit in later Scriptures.  

 

In John 14:25, 26, Jesus amplifies this continued thinking:  "These things I have spoken to you while being present with you.  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you."  (Other NT Scriptures state almost this exact quote as well.)  (There are other verses that I'm skipping for the sake of this teaching about the Holy Spirit----verses that I dearly love---OH, how I do love these chapters!!!)  

 

Then, in John 15:26, 27, 16:1, Jesus says, "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.  And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning.  These things I have spoken to you that you should not stumble."  (One might also say, "that you might have the power" to "not stumble" or "not sin" or "to overcome sin or temptations" by the power of the Holy Spirit.  This supports my earlier statement when I said that neither you, I or anyone else can be righteous, holy, or be faithful and obedient to God and all His Word, unless and except we are baptized in the Holy Spirit.  This says a lot about many "professing" Christians----not too complimentary, but this is Jesus' own words---without the power of the Holy Spirit, anyone and everyone will "stumble" and fall prey to sin in one way or another.)  

 

Then, Jesus says in John 16:5-15, "But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me 'Where are you going?'  But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.  Nevertheless I tell you the truth.  It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him (the Holy Spirit) to you.  And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment, of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world (the devil) is judged.  I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  However, when He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak, and He will tell you things to come.  He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.  All things that the Father has are mine.  Therefore I said that He (the Holy Spirit) will take of Mine and declare it to you."   

 

Now, scriptural reference to "baptism in the Holy Spirit" is what the Apostle Mark calls a “sign” of a believer (Mark 16:14-17).  We might call a "second work of grace"---the "first" work of grace being salvation, being saved, receiving Jesus Christ, or receiving eternal life----and the "second" work of grace is baptism in the Holy Spirit.  It is a totally different work and action---although both receiving eternal life and baptism in the Holy Spirit "may" occur simultaneously (but not always simultaneously at the same time)----they are both two distinct, separate works of grace.  

 

To prove this, think for a moment.  The disciples to whom Jesus was teaching these things already believed in Jesus---they had already received "eternal life", right?  

 

Okay, now let's read further in a later chapter and verse, John 20:22 when the apostles were commissioned to spread the good news of Jesus Christ:  "And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit."   

 

The apostles had already received the gift of eternal life by their belief in Jesus Christ by grace by faith---not by any works nor of their own power.  Then, only after years of their following Him and believing in Him as the Messiah, Jesus filled them with the Holy Spirit with the command, "Receive the Holy Spirit".  A totally separate, distinct work of grace, separate from eternal life.  

 

Now, AFTER they had believed, meaning, after they had already received the gift of eternal life, Jesus imparted the gift of the Holy Spirit----by Jesus' breathing on them and stating the imperative, "Receive the Holy Spirit."  This is what is referred to as "baptism in/with the Holy Spirit" in other Scriptures.  (Also, in other NT Scriptures, some folks received baptism in the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands or through a simple prayer such as Jesus said to the apostles here.)  

 

Now, let's again visit Acts chapter one, verse 8, where Jesus said "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  

 

Acts 1:9-11, "Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold two men (angels) stood by them in white apparel, who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?  This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven."  

 

Then Acts 2:1-4 says, "When the Day of Pentecost (fifty days after Jesus' ascension---Greek "pentekostos" means fifty) had fully come, they were all with one accord (in agreement) in one place.  (When two or more are in prayer and in agreement, especially in agreement in prayers of specificity, it is powerful---see Matthew 18:19, 20---this is how the Holy Spirit of God came to the entire world after Jesus' ascension!!!!  God is STILL WITH US, by God the Holy Spirit!  Also, it’s a different teaching, but “prayers of agreement” are also “covenant” prayers, and “a covenant” is legally binding on two or more parties, with consequences for violation of the legally binding agreement.)  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them (or tongues as of fire---the KJV says "cloven tongues of fire"---distributed and resting on each of them).  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues (other languages), as the Spirit gave them utterance."  

 

Note here that "they" were all "filled" or "baptized"---and it was NOT merely Apostles here, because Acts 1:15 says there were about 120 people together with the Apostles---and Acts 2:1 says "they were all with one accord in one place."  (This is worthy of note, because some folks falsely teach that baptism in the Holy Spirit is or was only for the 12 Apostles and not for the entire Christian population----others also falsely teach that baptism in the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Holy Spirit stopped functioning at the death of the last Apostle---which simply is not true and is not supported by anything other than human opinion that contradicts Scriptures.  Jesus intended that all believers receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit from the time of the Day of Pentecost until His return to earth at His Second Advent to earth.  Note also that it was the Holy Spirit who "gave them utterance" or gave them the words to speak in the languages.  This is not some “learned” foreign language from high school or college or elsewhere.)  

 

(Note:  I've been studying other subjects relating to eschatology, and I would like to discuss them here, but I must stay with this specific subject for your benefit and edification.  Also, for your information, I have studied several entire books of 200 to 700 pages each about Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Glossalalia [study of the anomaly of speaking in tongues] that I'm summarizing here for your benefit---one need not study graduate-level courses to be baptized in the Holy Spirit, for even a young child can be baptized in the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues.  God's provisions are amazing, wonderful, simply received and understood, if we would simply accept His Word and provisions for us---really amazing, awesome, wonderful and powerful!!!)  

 

The crowds' response (Acts 1:5-13) indicates that the 120 people spoke in languages not learned, not studied, not their native languages----some spoke in the languages of Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappodocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, Cyrene, Rome----both Jews and proselytes (all who believed in Jesus Christ, verse 10)---Cretan, Arab----"we heard them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God."  At least 16 different languages were being spoken by the 120 people who had been in the upper room praying prayers of agreement and specificity---languages not previously learned or spoken by the Apostles or the rest of the 120.  Truly, this amazed all the crowds of people who had gathered in Jerusalem for the annual Jewish festival Pentecost, also known as the "Feast of Weeks" or the "Day of Firstfruits", a celebration of the first buds of the harvest.  

 

(Also, due to this day being referred to as the Day of Pentecost as a Jewish celebration, and the fact that it was 50 or "pentekostos" days after the ascension of Christ that the Holy Spirit was given, some modern day Protestant churches who believe and practice baptism in the Holy Spirit as taught here are referred to as "Pentecostal" churches, and others as "Charismatic", as listed in your yellow pages.  Catholic and some Episcopalian churches may refer to this as their “renewal” program, perhaps some with Charismatic services.  Mormons also believe in and practice baptism in the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues, prophesying, interpretation of messages, just as these other groups and churches.)  

 

Acts 2:6-8 indicates the amazement of the visitors to Jerusalem about these "unlearned" or untaught-foreign-language-speaking men:  And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language.  Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, ‘Look, are not all theses who speak Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?’ ”  Then in verse 11, "....we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.”  Some thought they were drunk on wine, but Peter stood up and refuted this supposition.  

 

(Note also that Jewish men were all required to go to Jerusalem three times each year to celebrate the major feasts (Deut. 16:15): Passover in the spring; Pentecost seven weeks and a day later (Lev. 23:15, 16), and Tabernacles at the end of the harvest in the fall.  Lev. 23 details the dates and rituals of the Jewish festival calendar.  Those who became Christians on the Day of Pentecost were the "firstfruits" of a vast harvest of millions of souls of the next 2000 years through today.  Note also that these same three annual festivals will be required of us who are alive and who believe in Jesus Christ during His thousand-year rule and reign when He returns to earth----this period, known as the "Day of the Lord", is the Millennium and thousand-year rule/reign of Christ on earth when He returns to earth a second time, His Second Advent (for with the Lord, one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day--2 Peter 3:8)----and anyone who does not come to worship and keep the Feast of Tabernacles during this upcoming time will receive no rain (Zech. 14:17) and they shall receive the plague (Zech. 14:18).  This is part of my ongoing study of eschatology, last days, end times, and our future.  Studying this aspect of Scripture is truly exciting and challenging, as a gross understatement!!!!!  Some accuse me of dwelling too much on eschatology or on “gifts” or on healing, but my teaching and sharing with you these and other scriptural subjects prove otherwise----folks who accuse me of such things don't know me very well, and that's okay.)  

 

Continuing with the teaching on Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  

 

Peter stood up and explained to all the amazed hordes of people from all the neighboring cities and countries gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the feasts (Acts 2:14-39).  

 

Then, contrary to much modern but false teachings today, Peter said a very telling thing in Acts 2:38, 39:  "Then Peter said to them, 'Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is to yo  and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."  

 

This means that baptism in the Holy Spirit DID NOT cease at the death of the last living Apostle as some teach today, but baptism in the Holy Spirit and the "promise" of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is to all their children---all who were present at that day, including children's children's children's children----and to ALL who are afar off----meaning anyone and everyone, worldwide----as many as the Lord our God will call!!!!  From then to now and until Jesus' return to earth!!!  Since Jesus has not yet returned, then baptism in/with the Holy Spirit is for us today!!!  As Jesus said, "I will not leave you orphans", because He was giving them the Holy Spirit of God---God the Holy Spirit to be with all believers from that time until His return to earth.  (More on this later and the time period when "tongues will cease".)  

 

Some false doctrines teach that "tongues"  ceased or passed away by using as their basis I Corinthians 13:8, 9 that says, "Love never fails.  But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part,....(and it's the next verse that proves their doctrine false)....but when THAT WHICH IS PERFECT HAS COME, then that which is in part will be done away."  

 

"That which is perfect has come" is the return of Jesus Christ to earth at His Second Advent!!!  THEN, and ONLY THEN, will "tongues pass away", for as Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Revelation say, there will be no need for many things (including the sun and moon) when the perfect Son of God returns to earth as King of kings and Lord of lords.  So, UNTIL Jesus returns to earth, tongues, prophecy, and other gifts of the Holy Spirit will be here as our "Helper", "Comforter", Guide, Teacher, Healer, anointing, power and presence of God the Holy Spirit.  Thank God!!!!  Thank God that He gave us today the power of the Holy Spirit to all who believe, ask and receive this baptism!!!!  

 

Note also that Acts 2:38, 39 quoted above does NOT limit baptism in the Holy Spirit to a limited few, but to anyone and everyone who believes in Jesus Christ!!!  Then, later, and now!!!!  To those who “are afar off” including those not yet born in later generations!  Note also that ALL spoke in tongues---spoke in a language not learned and not their native languages.  It says, "Let every one of you be baptized".

 

This is proven by the next verses:  Acts 2:40, 41 says, "And with many other words he (Peter) testified and exhorted them, saying, 'Be saved from this perverse generation.'  Then those who gladly received his word were baptized (in the Holy Spirit, spoke in tongues); and that day about three thousand souls were added to them."  (I know of nobody who believes there were 3000 Apostles in the NT; but here, it says that about 3000 were added to them, and I take this to mean that about 3000 received eternal life as well as baptism in the Holy Spirit.  This is supported by Mark 16:14-20 as well as Acts 8:1-8, discussed below.)  

 

Do you know why there are so few, very few, if any, healed in so many churches today???  I believe one primary reason is that nobody in those churches is actually baptized in the Holy Spirit!!!  They may believe in Jesus and have eternal life and may have the Holy Spirit “with” them but not “in” them---but they are NOT baptized in the Holy Spirit----they reject clear teachings of Scripture and try to force human opinion and human logic on their lack of baptism, indicating that such things ended with the death of the last Apostle----BAH!!! HUMBUG!!!  Such folks refuse to believe clear, plainly spoken and written Scripture, then they commit further sin by attempting to apply man-made opinions and explanations as substitutions for what Jesus and NT writers actually said.  

 

Read the rest of Acts 2, Acts 3, Acts 8, and the miracles, healings, signs and wonders done by those who were baptized in the Holy Spirit!!!  If such things are not being done, not being taught, not being practiced in one's church today, then that church most likely is NOT a true New Testament church----and one should probably find another church to attend that teaches and practices baptism in the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues (heavenly languages), praying in tongues, laying hands on the sick (James 5:14-16; Mark 16:14-20), healing the sick, and other such "gifts" of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12, 13, 14).  (If you are Roman Catholic, seek out a parish where a "charismatic" group meets----some call it their "Renewal"  program, groups or meetings.)  

 

Further, Mark 16:14-20 tells what happens to and through believers (note that these verses are the closest definition of the word "believe" or "believes" in all the Bible---the biblical term here does not refer to "true" believer or other adjective, as some clergy, theologians and seminaries try to teach---one is either a believer or not a believer, if one reads and applies these verses literally---read the words carefully and pay particular attention to "believes" and "believe", and who is or is not a "believer" who will be saved---it's extremely "telling"):  

 

"Later, He (Jesus) appeared to the eleven (after His resurrection) as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.  And He said to them, 'Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.  And THESE SIGNS WILL FOLLOW THOSE WHO BELIEVE:  IN MY NAME THEY WILL CAST OUT DEMONS; THEY WILL SPEAK WITH NEW TONGUES; THEY WILL TAKE UP SERPENTS; AND IF THEY DRINK ANYTHING DEADLY, IT WILL BE NO MEANS HURT THEM; THEY WILL LAY HANDS ON THE SICK, AND THEY (THE SICK) WILL RECOVER.'  So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God.  And THEY WENT OUT and PREACHED EVERYWHERE, the Lord working with them, and CONFIRMING THE WORD THROUGH THE ACCOMPANYING SIGNS.  AMEN."  

 

Again, to emphasize, these things are actions of believers in Christ---note the fact that he "who believes AND is baptized" will be saved!!!  (This puts something of a "kink" in some folks' religious beliefs---if they aren't "baptized", are they "saved"???  Good question, further amplified later.)  Also, the Greek verb "airo", where it talks about "take up" serpents, can also mean "remove", "take away", "cast away'.  Snake handling is not of God, as a few cults practice, and snake handling is actually tempting God, which we are commanded not to do.  I view this snake subject similar to Paul's being bitten and shaking a viper serpent into the fire without being hurt, as described in Acts 28:3-6.  There is no other OT or NT scriptural reference to "snake handling" or tempting God by purposely handling snakes as a practice.  

 

Note also the "signs" listed actually "confirm" the word preached and taught.  One can rightfully say that if the preaching and teachings in one's church or by the spiritual leader never has these "signs following" that "confirm the word", then "the word" taught and preached might be highly suspect, at least "questionable". Perhaps the "word" taught or preached may "sound" nice, but if the Holy Spirit does not do something to "confirm the word by the accompanying signs" listed here, at least on occasion or often, then something is not right.  Such preaching and teaching may be more humanistic than holy or righteous or truthful about God and His Son---this is especially true if such "signs" NEVER happen in one's church services or by the pastor, priest, elder, or other leader.  Stated another way, when a person teaches, preaches and shares to others with the "anointing" of the Holy Spirit, these "signs, wonders and miracles will follow", by the Holy Spirit who "confirms the Word" taught and preached.  If one never or seldom sees such signs, wonders and miracles, I suggest one look for another church to attend.  

 

(Further, I only know of a handful of churches who don't totally ignore one-fifth of these commands and teachings, in that most modern churches do not do exorcisms or "deliverances" or "casting out demons"---and this includes most Pentecostal churches who totally ignore 1/5 of the clear teachings here and elsewhere that were done by Jesus, the Apostles, and by the early church.  By ignoring this subject, most are so ignorant of this subject that they don't realize that evil spirits are sitting in their pews at every church service, among their spouses and children, and in most of their homes and places of work.  To ignore something usually leads to ignorance of that which is ignored, especially spiritual subjects.)  

 

Without baptism in the Holy Spirit, the things listed in these verses of Mark 16 would be impossible to do----which is why some theological doctrines attempt to make such actions obsolete----such folks are NOT baptized in the Holy Spirit, so they believe they have to offer a man-made explanation, which becomes man-made doctrines that are contradictory to Scripture.  (Seminaries and leaders who do this make God a liar.  Further, if they attribute signs, wonders, miracles and/or speaking in tongues to the devil, they most likely commit the unforgivable sin, not merely a mortal sin, but the unforgivable sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit [Matthew 12:31, 32].  This is a very serious, damning action for anyone to do, because it leads to eternal damnation without excuse or forgiveness.  It is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit which shall NEVER be forgiven in this life or the next!)  

 

However, please note the actions and activities that "follow them who believe"!!!!  "He who believes and is baptized (in the Holy Spirit) will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.  And THESE SIGNS will follow those who believe:  In My name they will CAST OUT DEMONS; they will TAKE UP SERPENTS; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by NO MEANS HURT THEM; they will LAY HANDS ON THE SICK, AND THEY WILL RECOVER."  

Some folks disagree that these verses in Mark 16:14-20, “He who believes (in Jesus Christ) and is baptized (in the Holy Spirit)” actually means baptism in the Holy Spirit and that it could also mean “baptism in water” or “baptism in water only.”  A simple question answers this objection:  When is the last time you saw anyone who was “baptized in water only” cast out demons, cast away serpents without being hurt, drink/eat anything deadly without suffering permanent damage, or lay hands on the sick and see them recover?  Nowhere in Scripture does water baptism teach or say that one receives power (to do these and other inspired things) after one is baptized in water only!  Not one place!  Not one phrase or statement!  This phrase can only mean baptism in the Holy Spirit, not water baptism.  
Therefore, the phrase, “He who believes (in Jesus Christ) and is baptized (in the Holy Spirit) shall be saved” is the only viable, truthful understanding of these verses, without doing grave damage to Scripture.  

 

Do you know why some PALS are healed of ALS when I or someone else prays for them?  These quoted verses provide the answer to this question:  Because the Holy Spirit heals the PALS "through" the person who "believes and is baptized" in the Holy Spirit!!!  Why?  Because of Jesus' promise---"these signs shall follow those who believe" and "they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."  (Anyone with a gift of healing doesn’t heal; it’s the Holy Spirit who works “through” that person, and it is the Holy Spirit who does the healing!  Remember Mark 16:20 that says, “….the Lord working with them and confirming the Word through the accompanying signs.”)  
 

James 5:14-16 supports and provides further proof of this:  "Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up.  And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.  Confess your trespasses (sins) to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.  The effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."  

 

Pretty powerful Scriptures.  Scriptures that, unfortunately, are not practiced by very many churches today.  

 

Note here in James 5:14-16 that forgiveness is linked to healing.  (After a quarter century of a healing ministry, I’ve noted that “unforgiveness” is likely the most common and most often noted “hindrance” to answered prayers, and thus, hindrance to healing.)  Note also the initiative lies with the sick person to ask for prayer for healing.  The anointing with oil does not refer to a medicinal act (see Mark 6:13) or to a magic potion, but is symbolic of the consecration of the sick person and the joyous presence of the Holy Spirit, in this case to bring healing---oil in Scripture is often symbolically representative of the Holy Spirit, thus the act of "anointing"---in other Scriptures, the "anointing" specifically refers to "the anointing of the Holy Spirit", meaning the person is endued with and by the power and unction of the Holy Spirit to do certain things, including preaching, teaching, sharing, praying for something/someone, and so on---"by" the Holy Spirit.  Often, not always, when I minister to PALS, whether in person or by phone, I do so with the "anointing of the Holy Spirit", during which time, He tells me things to say that are meaningful, a blessing, and "on target" for that which the person might need---this is "part" of the "power" as well as "anointing" of the Holy Spirit, once one is baptized in the Holy Spirit---and it comes with time, knowledge of Scripture, prayer, fasting, and experience---as well as the continuous, ongoing filling and re-filling on a daily basis (some of the verbs used in the original Greek when speaking of baptism in the Holy Spirit are present perfect and future perfect, indicating an ongoing action/activity of "continuously being filled" and "will be ongoing/continuously filled"---more on this later).  

 

Acts 5:12-16 outlines some of the gifts of the Holy Spirit in action---gifts that are imparted or given BY the Holy Spirit---and gifts that are practiced by those who are baptized in the Holy Spirit.  Multitudes of people were added daily, both men and women----the sick were brought into the streets---laid on beds and couches---multitudes gathered from surrounding cities bringing sick people and those who were tormented by evil spirits, and they WERE ALL HEALED!!!!  Healing of sick folks is one proof positive of believers who are baptized in the Holy Spirit versus those who are not (again see Mark 16:14-20 and Acts 8:1-8)!!!  

 

Note Stephen, a non-apostle, a man full of faith and full of the Holy Sprit (Acts 6:5), along with men named Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas----all of whom had hands laid on them and were baptized in the Holy Spirit.  Stephen, a non-apostle, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people---so the gifts of the Holy Spirit were NOT limited only to the Apostles as some teach today.  None of these other men were apostles, but were recipients of baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

 

Note also in Acts 8 that the entire Jerusalem church was being persecuted by then Saul (later known as Paul the Apostle).  The Jerusalem church was scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria (verse 1)---and those who were scattered (the Jerusalem church) went everywhere preaching the word (verse 4), which also indicates that baptism in the Holy Spirit, preaching, and performing signs wonders and miracles were done by everyone in the scattered church----not merely the Apostles or limited few.  

 

This also indicates what every Holy Spirit-baptized person is "supposed" to do after they are baptized in the Holy Spirit.  Those who do not do these things may not be saved, may not truly have eternal life, or may not be keeping their spiritual "gas" tanks "full", and may be operating on fumes or vapors from their "initial" filling.  Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a one-time event, yes, but the verbs in Scripture indicate one’s “baptism” is an ongoing, continuous action – being filled constantly, if not daily – which I refer to as keeping one’s spiritual gasoline tank full daily (as a metaphor or analogy).  It’s not difficult to ascertain which believers keep their spiritual gas tanks full daily, versus those who don’t.  By their fruit you shall know them, and such folks seldom have much fruit produced in their lives or ministries.  (Keep in mind that this includes ALL believers, not merely shepherds, pastors, priests, elders or leaders, but ALL OF US who claim to be believers in Christ!)  
 

Also, Philip, a non-apostle, preached Christ in Samaria, and the multitudes heeded the things spoken by Philip, "hearing and seeing the miracles which he did" (Acts 8:6).  Note also that miracles themselves do not bring salvation, but they often attract people to the message of Jesus Christ.  The miracles of the Bible are "signs" in that each one has an important spiritual message to convey, as well as serving to confirm the truth and veracity of the word of the gospel preached or taught (see Mark 16:14-20).  

 

Jesus used signs, wonders and miracles to attract the multitudes; if we believe in Christ and are baptized in the Holy Spirit, such things should happen in every church, MOST every time the doors open.  It's no wonder that few folks are faithful and obedient to Christ today!!!  The "church" is not doing its basic mission, nor are the church leaders baptized or keeping continually filled with the Holy Spirit----thus, all the pedophilia, sexual and other scandals that rack every denomination.  Even Pentecostal and Charismatic services are dead and dry or they may try to "conjure up" some type of humanistic "activity" that is NOT the Holy Spirit in many cases (leading many to disbelieve and consider such things as "radical" or "not for me", because the presence and anointing of the Holy Spirit simply is not present.  
Then, you may have heard of such folks as a Reverend Peter Popoff who knows these things, and to attract crowds and make it appear that he is really "anointed" by the Holy Spirit, he had his wife ask all kinds of questions of church attendees, and his wife tells him by secret microphone and speaker in Peter Popoff's ear---attempting to falsely portray that this was the Holy Spirit "telling" him these things about sick folks in his audience.  He was and is a fake and farce who will one day pay dearly for his blasphemy.  He is one of many who give Holy Spirit-baptized believers a bad name---but there were also such folks listed in Scripture as well, so this type of thing has been happening for almost 2000 years.  I say these uncomplimentary things about some, because not everyone out there is genuine---you must learn what Scripture says, and you must often exercise a gift of "discernment" by the power of the Holy Spirit to determine the true from the false.  As of right now, don't worry about this---it's something to be learned and "discerned" with spiritual maturity, experience and time.)  

 

When anyone is healed of any illness, it is by the Holy Spirit that the healing is done.  When we say or pray to God about healing or any other sign, wonder or miracle, we are actually saying "God the Holy Spirit", for no sign, wonder or miracle happens except "BY" the Holy Spirit.  

 

Further, no miracle of or from God occurs without the power of the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit's presence.  Stated another way, no healing from God occurs without the unction and action of the Holy Spirit.  For example, when I pray for someone, and they are healed, it is not I who healed them, but the Holy Spirit.  It is my being baptized in/with the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit's power working "through" me that someone/anyone is healed.  And I've personally seen many, many healed of sicknesses and diseases of many different kinds----remember the story about the little blonde haired, blue eyed boy with muscular dystrophy, braces and canes (Army Major Healed of ALS testimony)?  He was healed BY the Holy Spirit----and that boy was healed and restored by the work of the Holy Spirit working through me----I did not heal the boy----the boy was healed by the Holy Spirit.  Period.  

 

For clarity, it's the "gift of healing" that the Holy Spirit has given to me that others are healed---a gift that I exercise often by the power of the Holy Spirit, but it's that Holy Spirit power by and from the Holy Spirit that does the healing---through me.  

 

In Acts 9:32-34, Peter prayed for a man named Aeneas who had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed.  He was healed.  How?  By Peter's being baptized in the Holy Spirit and by exercising the gifts of healing outlined and discussed in I Corinthians 12, 13, 14.  

 

Acts chapter 10 discusses Peter's ministry to a Gentile (non-Jewish) leader named Cornelius.  Up to this point in time, only Jews who believed in Jesus had been baptized in the Holy Spirit.  But let's quote verses 44-46 verbatim:  "While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word (meaning Cornelius and his entire household, if you read all of chapter 10).  And those of the circumcision (Jews) who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the  Gentiles also.  For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.  Then Peter answered.  'Can anyone forbid water (baptism), that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit (by the evidence of speaking in tongues) just as we have?'  And he commanded them to be baptized (in water) in the name of the Lord.  Then they asked him to stay a few days."  

 

The CLEAR proof positive that these Gentile/non-Jews received Jesus and were baptized in the Holy Spirit was their SPEAKING IN TONGUES!!!  Their outward manifestation of being baptized in the Holy Spirit was NOT being associated with water or other thing, but Peter clearly differentiates first, baptism in the Holy Spirit, followed by asking if Cornelius and household should not be baptized in water ALSO!!!  Peter recognized the genuine, by Cornelius and his household speaking in tongues, thus being baptized in the Holy Spirit, so Peter followed with the question concerning their being baptized in water ALSO!  A totally different, separate act – they were FIRST baptized in the Holy Spirit, THEN they were baptized in water!  Two distinctly separate baptisms!  One in the Holy Spirit; one in water!  
 

Important:  Please note the distinction here.  Peter and these verses VERY CLEARLY distinguish "baptism in the Holy Spirit" by speaking in tongues, versus "baptism in water".  The two "baptisms" are distinctly separate and two different actions and activities---but both baptisms are important and have their significance.  

 

I emphasize this point, because many seminaries, doctrines, theologians, priests, bishops, cardinals, pastors, etc. try to teach that baptism in the Holy Spirit and water baptism are synonymous and one and the same----which they very definitely ARE NOT!!!!!  Also, because the word "baptism" is so often mentioned in the New Testament, many churches and church doctrines place great emphasis on "baptism", meaning baptism in water or by water only!!!  Note again Peter's words----after he and the other Jewish believers heard Cornelius and his entire household speak in tongues, Peter THEN asked if anyone can forbid baptism in water---AFTER Cornelius and his household were baptized in the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues!!!!  Therefore, the two baptisms cannot possibly be the same baptisms referred to here---they are two different, distinct baptisms----one in the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues, the other baptism in water.  (Again, I’m emphasizing these thoughts here, because of some pretty convincing human opinions out there that are false.)  
 

While most Christians place the emphasis on baptism in water, which is a New Testament sacrament and encouraged act, the far more important "baptism" is the baptism in the Holy Spirit, not water baptism, as some teach or would have you believe.  Baptism in water is symbolic of the washing and cleansing of one's sins; baptism in the Holy Spirit is the enduement of power by God the Holy Spirit to live a Christian life and to have the power to witness, the power over demons, sickness, disease, and many other issues in life.  (Baptism in water is good and important, but water baptism does not provide one with the power, authority nor gifts that Holy Spirit-baptism provides.)  

 

Acts 11:16-18 quotes Jesus that says the same thing and distinguishes between baptism in water and baptism in the Holy Spirit (the Apostle Peter is speaking here about Cornelius’ and his household who were baptized in the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues):  "Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, 'John (the Baptist) indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'  If therefore God gave them the same gift as he gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?'  When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, 'Then God has also granted to the Gentiles (non-Jews) repentance to life.'"  The proof positive of God’s granting non-Jewish Gentiles this same salvation message was Cornelius and his entire household speaking in tongues!  Peter, a Jew, was astounded, but as he said, “Who am I that I could withstand God?”  God proved to Peter that even non-Jewish Gentiles could ALSO be (and should be) baptized in the Holy Spirit and repentance to eternal life – not Jews only!  
 

Note:  The false doctrines taught by many evangelical churches today may stem from the words "God gave them the same gift as he gave us ‘WHEN’ we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ"----and such folks totally ignore the dozens of other Scriptures to attempt to make their own man-made false doctrine that "eternal life" and "baptism in the Holy Spirit" are one and the same, using this word “when” as one basis----that one only has to believe in Jesus Christ; thus, "believing" is also "being baptized", or that one only has to believe in Jesus Christ and be water baptized to receive everything from God, which is patently false.  

 

This makes things even more confusing when the term "complete salvation" or "complete conversion" is added to the mix, indicating that one is not "completely saved" or is not "completely converted" unless and until one is baptized in the Holy Spirit.  This thinking stems from the phrase in Mark 16:16, "He who believes and is baptized will be saved"---many evangelicals use the terms "save", "saved", "eternal life", "believe", "believer" to be used interchangeably and to mean the same, which they do.  Based on this Scripture and others, one is "saved", one "believes", if we do both---that is, believe in Jesus Christ ("saved", "eternal life") and if we are baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

 

(This is also why most Protestant and Catholic church doctrines stress baptism in water, even at an early age, because they think baptism in water "saves" the person, but it doesn't.  This Scripture clearly refers to a "baptism", yes, but it is baptism in the Holy Spirit---NOT water!!!!)  
(If this makes one want to have one's loved ones and friends to both "believe and be baptized in the Holy Spirit," you would be 100% right and accurate---for it is in BOTH of these that one is "saved" (to use the biblical term) and on their way to heaven----not by water baptism.  Sorry, I didn't make the rules.  These are quotes from the Bible, not some "interpretation" or "interpolation" of what Scriptures say.  Unfortunately, some have interpreted this one verse to mean that if infants are baptized in water and if they believe there is a God and that Jesus Christ exists, then they automatically go to heaven when they die.  Such a teaching is not stated in any manner in the whole of Scripture---it is a man-made doctrine and human opinion only.  The sadness of this teaching is that it not only contradicts Scripture, but it gives millions the false belief that they automatically go to heaven at death.  Scripture does not say this at all.  Conversely, Galatians 5:19-21, Revelation 21:8, and other Scriptures address folks who do NOT go to heaven and do NOT inherit the kingdom of God, regardless of what they may believe.)  

 

Another important point and distinction to be made is found in Acts 19.  (Remember I said earlier that it is not always, but is "possible" for one to be baptized in the Holy Spirit at the time of receiving eternal life or at the time of believing in Jesus?  Note what these verses say.)  

 

Acts 19:1-7, "And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus.  And finding some disciples, he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?"  So they said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit."  
(This sounds like most of today's churches except in name only.)  "And he said to them, 'Into what then were you baptized?'  So they said, 'Into John's baptism.'  (Meaning baptism in water only, for here they referred to John the Baptist who baptized folks, including Jesus, in water only----this is why Protestant Baptists are rightfully called Baptists----most Baptists only believe in the baptism of John the Baptist---water baptism only.  They believe and teach that water baptism is their baptism, and that one is baptized or filled with the Holy Spirit when one believes in Jesus Christ----which, if one doesn't speak in tongues or if some other Holy Spirit-given gift of I Corinthians 12 is not manifested, is patently false, as proven by the above Scriptures.  They also believe that tongues ceased when the last apostle died---again a false belief based on human opinion only.  Their doctrine is totally contrary to Scripture about baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Note that I'm not "picking on" any particular church or denomination; I simply deplore any person or group misrepresenting Scripture purposely, wittingly, and substituting human opinion to the detriment of many good people and believers in Christ.  Trusted spiritual leaders, theologians, seminarians, and supposed shepherds are teaching falsehoods.)  

 

"Then Paul said, 'John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance (water), saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.'  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.  Now the men were about twelve in all."  (Note that these "about 12 in all" were also NOT Apostles!!!  They were "baptized" in water in the name of the Lord Jesus; and then, when Paul laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they SPOKE WITH TONGUES AND PROPHESIED!!!  This is clearly at least a third Scripture that indicates that baptism in water is not the same Holy Spirit baptism referred to here---otherwise, folks would speak in tongues and prophesy when baptized in water!!!!!  
So, because water baptism does not cause one to speak in tongues or to prophesy, human opinions need to come up with human-inventions or "explanations" as to why this doesn't happen, so they try to make other Scriptures say something they do not say, in order to support their own false, man-made doctrines---all human opinions that contradict Scripture.  That is, since water baptism doesn't cause one to speak in tongues or to prophesy, then tongues and prophecy must have ceased with the death of the last apostle.  BAH!!!  HUMBUG!!!  The fallacy of this thinking is that by disbelieving one concept, another "invention" has to be contrived to cover the next falsehood.  This is how several different doctrines, thus different denominations, have been created in the U.S., based on erroneous human inventions and opinions that contradict Scripture.)  

 

The distinction here is obvious.  Baptism in water unto repentance is different and distinct from baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Why?  Because those who were baptized in the Holy Spirit "spoke with tongues and prophesied".  Baptism in water does not cause one to do this.  

 

(Also, as a note of explanation, to prophesy means to either "interpret" the unknown tongue/language spoken, or to speak a prophecy in one's native language without an unknown/unlearned language being spoken.  When one speaks a message in "tongues", it is given by the Holy Spirit---and then the interpretation is also given by the Holy Spirit to be interpreted, the "prophecy".  Note also that "prophesy" spelled with a "s" is pronounced like "sigh" at the end, whereas "prophecy" spelled with a "c" is pronounced like "see" at the end of the word.  If all of this is new or strange, some of these things come with time and exposure to biblical truths and practices, as well as attending a New Testament church where these are practiced as a matter of routine, as the early church did.  If all of this is new to you, it should tell you something about your teachers and years of teachings, regardless of others’ credentials or age or years in ministry.)  

 

If we are to believe the book of Acts of the Apostles as well as many other verses and books of the NT, then we can actually conclude that a "complete conversion" to Christ INCLUDES baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38-41; 3:19, 20; 4:12; 10:47, 48; 22:16, and especially Acts 19:1-7 quoted above---John the Baptist's baptism in water is good and is commanded, but is insufficient for complete conversion, as explained to Apollos).  

 

In the Old Testament (OT), only those uniquely called or anointed of God received the Holy Spirit, as in the example in Exodus 31.  But under the New Covenant, every believer is offered the Promise of the Father (Luke 24:49), the active presence of the Holy Spirit.  It is by this activity of the Spirit's fullness in the life of every believer that the ministry of Christ in His church continues.  (By the word "church" here, I mean "body of Christ" that includes all believers in Jesus Christ, regardless of church name or denomination.)  

 

The power of God comes only by the Holy Spirit.  We should not attempt ministry to others without baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).  Every believer in Christ should seek and receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Many “try” to become ministers, evangelists, missionaries, and so on, but without the power of the Holy Spirit by their “baptism” in the Holy Spirit, their ministries will be sorely limited with little fruit, especially compared to those who are baptized in the Holy Spirit.  My counsel to those who have a fervency to reach out to others is:  
NEVER attempt to be sent out or to go out and minister to others without baptism in the Holy Spirit!  This suggestion is based on Scripture as well as results of those who simply have a love for Jesus and a fervency to win souls, but lack the power to do these things as given by the Holy Spirit.  The difference in fruit and souls in the kingdom is phenomenal!  The primary difference is doing things by one’s own power, versus doing things by the power of the Holy Spirit operating in and through you!  That perhaps over 90% of ministers, missionaries, pastors, teachers, and others are not baptized in the Holy Spirit is without question – and those who are in such a position and then are baptized in the Holy Spirit note such significant differences that it’s greater than the difference in daylight and dark – the difference is truly phenomenal and wonderful!  One pastor described his experiences of pasturing a church of less than 200 that later grew to over 12,000, but ONLY after he was baptized in the Holy Spirit!  Such is the mark of a “much more” effective witness for Christ!  

 

Then, we should continually be filled/refilled with the Spirit to regularly renew our life and ministry with the Holy Spirit's power---a continuous ongoing action on our part---a continuous, ongoing filling and refilling---keeping our "spiritual gasoline tanks full" daily.  How?  

 

By prayer and reading the Word---by praying in the Spirit (prayer language) throughout our normal waking days.  Far too many baptized believers erroneously think that once baptized in the Holy Spirit, that's all there is and there is no more----which is patently false.  Most of them have been running on fumes and vapors for years, decades, and their lives and ministries support and prove this thought----few if any signs, wonders or miracles, and seldom any type of "sign" that "confirms the word" taught or preached.  It's easy to tell whose spiritual "gasoline tanks" are running on empty---all vapors and fumes instead of the real McCoy or genuine.  

Some accuse me of “majoring on the gifts” of the Holy Spirit.  Well, this may be true to some extent, but it’s a false portrayal of the sum or whole of what I do in ministering to others.  As a little secret, those who make such accusations don’t have many signs, wonders or miracles that “confirm their word” taught or preached, and the lack of the Holy Spirit’s power in their ministries is obvious!  Many of them practice other things that are flesh, demonic, or humanistic at best, instead of the work of the Holy Spirit.  If I understand Mark 16:14-20 and other quoted Scriptures accurately, then signs, wonders, miracles, speaking in tongues, and other “signs” should be a part of every believer’s life and ministry, if they are true believers in Jesus and the gospel of Jesus Christ as written.  

 

We should exercise our prayer language as a part of the Spirit's flow in our lives (Acts 2:4; 4:8; 13:9).  Our Spirit-filled relationship with Jesus helps us to speak boldly, with courage and with spiritual understanding (Acts 4:13).  

 

Remember I began this discussion and teaching by referring to Exodus 31 in which God filled or baptized a man and gave him wisdom, knowledge, understanding and special skills to do all kinds of special works for very special reasons----to help in building and equipping the Tabernacle or Temple of God.  God wants to fill you and every believer in Jesus Christ with the same things----not necessarily the same exact gifts, but different gifts to fulfill the particular calling on your life----and every one of us has a distinct calling of and from God, whether we know or admit this or not.  Also, among it’s purposes is “to help in building and equipping” the body of Christ, the church, each person of which is the temple of the Holy Ghost.  
 

The two common gifts given to most every believer who is baptized in the Holy Spirit is the gift of "tongues" and "prophecy" (see I Corinthians 13,14).  As an example, I may speak a word of prophecy once per week right here at home or on the phone with someone---prophecy is in one's native language and may be something not known by cognitive thought, or it may be something about the future, or it may be something about someone else, or often a type of warning of things to come, or some prediction of things that can't be known except by supernatural means, plus others, such as personal edification, encouragement, and ministry about Jesus Christ (sometimes called a “word of knowledge” or “word of wisdom”).  Many of the things I write could not be written without the power and unction of the Holy Spirit---and I'm NOT saying that everything I write is by the power and unction of the Holy Spirit---much of it is my own flesh, my own knowledge, and my own opinions, and I readily admit this to anyone.  My testimony of healing of ALS is one example of my sharing “about” God in my own words, but that article was written under the “anointing” of the Holy Spirit.  That testimony is to give God all credit, praise, honor and glory, and perhaps that is one reason that it seems to touch the hearts of so many.  A few people report being healed, simply by reading the testimony, believing, and then praising God!  God loves our praise!  

 

Isaiah 11:2 is a prophetic OT description of the Holy Spirit in Jesus Christ.  It is a seven-fold ministry that nobody else receives all of them, but only Jesus had and has all seven in their fullest.  To quote these, "There shall come forth a Rod (Jesus) from the stem (shoot, stock or trunk) of Jesse (or Root of David---Jesse was David's father), and a Branch (Jesus) shall grow (be fruitful) out of his roots.  The (1) Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the (2) Spirit of wisdom and (3) understanding, the (4) Spirit of counsel and (5) might, the [6] Spirit of knowledge and of the (7) fear of the Lord."  Revelation 4:5 and 5:6 also mentions the seven Spirits of God, which are probably references to Isaiah 11:2 quoted here.  

 

After being baptized in the Holy Spirit about 24 years ago (Feb. 20, 1983), I have been praying for these seven-fold manifestations of the Holy Spirit in my own life.  I also pray for any and all gifts the Holy Spirit may want to give me (reference I Corinthians 12---please read and study these gifts in this chapter).  Plus, I pray for God's perfect will to be done in my life, whatever the cost---a very dangerous prayer to pray for the insincere person who may not have counted the severe costs one may experience---perhaps I'll discuss this subject further at a later time, and God's "perfect will" versus God's "permissive will"---probably 99.999+% of professing Christians today are merely in God's "permissive" will most of the time, not His "perfect will".  In order to pray this prayer for God's perfect will in one's life whatever the cost, one should be "sold out" to God, lock, stock and barrel----100%----otherwise, there will be some serious consequences and some serious events in one's life that are constant and ongoing----tribulations, hardships, difficulties, trials, tests, persecutions, false accusations, attempts to have one incarcerated on false charges, and a host of other things to which I can personally attest!!!!!  For the discerning person, such things are not said in a boastful or bragging way---it's only by the power of the Holy Spirit that I'm still free and still alive after suffering at the hands of folks who profess to love me but practice hate, scorn, rejection, misery, lies, deceit, and murder in the heart against me----folks who "profess" to know Jesus Christ!!!!  I'm not exaggerating here.  FYI, I came close to death within the past 24 hours (I won't elaborate further here, but Mark 16:14-20 applies).  I will simply say that without the power of the Holy Spirit in my life, I would not be here nor typing this email to you----so I want you to know how much I really, truly appreciate your and others' prayers on my behalf----you may not know it, but your prayers may have prevented my premature demise.  

 

Perhaps needless to say, serving God is not for sissies or faint-hearted.  Living in the world by the world's and society's ways and standards is easy.  It takes a real man or a real woman to serve Jesus Christ!!!  And it requires baptism in the Holy Spirit to live a victorious life for Jesus Christ.  

 

It's important to know that serving the Lord is not easy---God never promised us that it would be "easy" to be holy, righteous, or to live and seek His will in our lives in all things---He does promise us blessings, honor, answered prayers, good health, healing, miracles, signs, wonders, plus eternal life after this life and forever----if we meet His conditions.  No condition is too difficult, especially with the power of the Holy Spirit operating in your life after baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

 

(Some people think that having lots of money or power might be the ultimate challenge in life---but those who attain such things are some of the most unhappy people on earth---and they can't seem to get enough---money, power, drugs, sex, fancy houses or cars or toys do not satisfy---if they really want a challenge in life that leads to fulfillment, they will never find it, until they turn to Christ and try living a holy life by God's ways---then and only then will they find true happiness.  God's way is the more difficult and challenging, and the most fulfilling.  I know.  I've been there.  All other ways are empty.  Nor am I saying that God doesn't want believers to be wealthy---it is perfectly okay for one to have money and other riches, properly obtained and properly used.  One’s true wealth is not money but is one’s knowledge and wisdom.  That’s why I’m sharing my “wealth” with you this moment!)      

 

Without baptism in the Holy Spirit, it is an almost impossibility to serve God in the way He wants and desires.  As with you, it is difficult.  With me also.  Hard to do.  Even to keep one's priorities straight or to keep those priorities in correct alignment with God and His Word in everyday practice.  I don't say this in any type of disparaging nor condescending way, but I say it with compassion and understanding---I've been there.  

 

It is indeed difficult, if not close to impossible without the help and aid of the Holy Spirit.  You can't do it all by yourself, nor can I.  We MUST have the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives to be overcomers, to live a righteous and holy life, to be faithful and obedient to God and all His Word, the Bible.  We simply cannot do it alone.  But WITH the Holy Spirit and His power, you and I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me!!!  

 

Proverbs 1:2-7 says, "To know wisdom and instruction, to perceive the instruction of wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity; to give prudence to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion----a wise man will hear and increase learning, and a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, to understand a proverb and an enigma, the words of the wise and their riddles.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, but fools despise wisdom and instruction."  (It is only by and through the Holy Spirit that these are obtained----they cannot be attained by our own power, might, wills, minds, education in schools, or other human effort, regardless of what some may profess to the contrary.)  

 

Proverbs 2:1-8 says, "My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands within you, so that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding.  Yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding, if you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.  For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding; He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly; He guards the paths of justice, and preserves the way of His saints."  (Knowledge, wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, fear of the Lord, Spirit of the Lord (Isaiah 11:1, 2)---all of these are prominent throughout the books of Psalms and Proverbs, and I hope these seven-fold manifestations of the Holy Spirit bring new and quality meaning to you as you read Psalms and Proverbs in the future.)  

 

I encourage you to read and apply the contents of Dennis and Rita Bennett's books to you and your own lives, as well as the above, plus reading First Corinthians chapters 12, 13 and 14 describing the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Pray for baptism in the Holy Spirit---immediately!!!!  (See prayer below.)  Without fail!!!!  Simply ask God to baptize you in the Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then expect a prayer language to be given to you.  Don't worry about the syllables or "unknown" sounds coming from your own mouth and vocal cords----and you must exercise your voice and mouth, just as you would if you were talking to each other----that is, you can't get "lock jaw" or close your mouth and expect God to pry it open for you, type of thing.  Simply yield your mouth, tongue, vocal cords and sounds to the Holy Spirit, after you have asked Him to baptize you in the Holy Spirit.  Then let it flow.  It's that simple.  And don't EVER be ashamed of any gift that the Holy Spirit gives to you, including an unknown language that you haven't learned.  The Apostle Paul wrote "I thank God that I speak in tongues more than you all", so he certainly was not ashamed of speaking and praying in tongues!!!  

 

FYI, I pray in my prayer language a part of every day that I'm awake and often when I awaken at night for any reason.  I pray in my prayer language under my breath when in public----or when traffic is heavy and my concentration is on cars around me----I pray in my prayer language in such a way that it's virtually second nature, almost like breathing and without thinking.  The Apostle Paul tells us to "pray unceasingly" and to "pray with understanding" and "without understanding"---so often, I pray about a person or specific person in my prayer language, sometimes without knowing the exact thoughts, words or phrases, but I know I'm praying for or about some subject or person (this may be “with understanding”).  At other times, I may also be praying about a specific person or subject, but I haven't a clue about what I'm praying about----but in one's prayer language, it is interpreted by the Holy Spirit, and it is the "perfect" prayer to pray!!!  Why?  Because the Holy Spirit interprets the "unknown language" or prayers---those prayers prayed "in tongues".  When the Holy Spirit interprets one’s prayers, they are perfect prayers!!!  
 

Paul also writes about our not knowing how to pray as we ought----and that is a very good time to pray in one's prayer language----as we say, "praying in the Spirit", for it is the perfect prayer to pray at that given time for that specific circumstance, when we don't really know what to pray for or how to pray----but we can rest assured that the Holy Spirit knows!!!  And because it is the Holy Spirit who interprets our prayers in tongues, He certainly knows the right words to apply to the interpretation---which makes praying in the Spirit, or in tongues, the perfect prayer to pray!!!  

 

When I was talking to Evelyn by phone last week, I wasn't sure of some of the subjects, so without her knowing what I was doing, I began to pray in my prayer language under my breath so she couldn't hear me.  You said she was "on cloud nine" following the phone conversation----well, thank the Holy Spirit for this.  As I said, the Holy Spirit ALWAYS does good work!!!!  FYI, I was a bit hesitant and didn't know the exact subjects that needed to be addressed---but the Holy Spirit knew, and that is why that conversation turned out as it did for good.  

 

You may also recall that I kept asking about Evelyn and that I thought there was some reason why we should talk---that was the Holy Spirit's prompting me to do this.  Such things are everyday occurrences in my life----all due to the power of the Holy Spirit operating in my life---and ONLY because of my being baptized in the Holy Spirit, then listening intently and heeding the voice of the Holy Spirit or His internal prompting to me.  

 

Now, I don't claim this happens with all people in every circumstance, but it is often.  If I'm talking to a total non-believer, I may also pray under my breath, but most of them couldn't understand up from sideways about anything I'm saying here, so I simply try to speak and say things that are pleasing to the Lord---and I don't always succeed in doing this at all times, because my own flesh, my own mind, my own will gets in the way---or the devil or evils spirits will manifest through the other person in ways that will attempt to antagonize me or to cause an argument or ill feelings---which is typical of the devil and his ilk---and evil spirits DO work through other people and work against folks who are trying to serve the Lord!!!!  Evil spirits work through Christians daily!!!!  Perhaps not with the witting knowledge of the Christian, but it happens daily!!!  Especially through those who think that all adversity comes from the devil (which simply is not true) and those who have ignored deliverance and casting out demons (exorcisms) for decades or don't practice casting out demons regularly as was done in the early church and all of Jesus' and the Apostles' ministries.

 

Many professing Christians will allow evil spirits to work through themselves----perhaps unwittingly, but it happens regularly with many professing Christians whom I know personally and by email.  The tip-off is often by anger manifesting from someone---it is an evil spirit of anger.  I have a couple of neighbors who are so filled with demons they react in rage at the strangest times and circumstances---one of them is a Nazi, who, if she can't control others, she goes into a fit of rage.  (But these are easily gotten rid of or stopped in their tracks---I exercise Matthew 18:18 often, "binding" evil spirits and "loosing" the power of the Holy Spirit to protect me, my family and home.  You can smile at this.  I am.)  

 

FYI, most professing Christians don't believe that evil spirits can harass, torment, castigate, infuriate, attack, cause doubt or unbelief, cause compromise or laziness or lukewarmness, or impact them---they think and believe they are totally immune to Satan and evil spirits---but I have news for them.  

 

If they aren't being attacked, criticized, ridiculed, tormented, harassed or something of this nature regularly, then they probably pose no threat to Satan----the devil may not even be concerned with their "walk" with the Lord or their ministries, if they aren't a threat to the devil or his work to kill, steal and destroy.  Many are so lukewarm, compromising, and middle-of-the-road that the devil doesn't even bother with them---they are pretty much right where the devil wants them to be, so most are in an "ignorance is bliss" situation---some of whom try to give every impression of knowing all there is to know about God, His Word, His Son, His Spirit, and the entire world---some of whom have "unteachable spirits" as their motivating nature and will not listen, much less heed, anything they don't already know---folks who are running on fumes and vapor instead of being constantly full of the Holy Spirit.  Amazing!!!  (To repeat, those who ignore things in Scripture, including warnings and teachings about evil spirits and the demonic or how to get rid of evil spirits, are those who are content to be ignorant about such subjects.)  
 

When you encounter such a person, it may be good to retreat or bid farewell to them as soon as convenient.  It's also good to check out Scripture and compare Scriptures with their teachings that may be full of man-made philosophies and human opinions.  It’s the living Word and the gospel of Jesus Christ that gets us into God’s kingdom, not human opinions or philosophies.
 

It's the folks who pose the greatest threat to the enemy (the evil one) who are attacked the most---and such attacks can come from any direction, from any person, in any manner, including finances or job or loved ones.  If he isn't successful in one area, he will attack in other ways.  The devil's tactics are usually to use the weakest link in a chain or the most willing participant to cause you or me harm, cause us discouragement, or cause doubt and unbelief, with a “divide and conquer” tactic---unfortunately and sad to say, this is often fellow Christians who do this, allow this, or participate in this satanic or demonic activity.  (Satan, the devil, old Lucifer, the fallen angel and his other fallen angels, called demons in Scripture, are real, and they are a worthy foe.  However, Jesus overcame them, and with the Holy Spirit’s power, so can we!)  
 

It's important to recognize the Apostle Paul's admonitions in this regard---"our fight is not with flesh and blood (people), but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places" (Ephesians 6:12)---this verse alone supports the fact that evil spirits torment, harass and fight against believers in Christ.  It also stresses the point that people are NOT our enemies, but the devil and evil spirits are.  

 

But by the power of the Holy Spirit, we can be more than conquerors through Christ Jesus our Lord---regardless of what the devil may throw at us!!!  We are conquerors by the power of the Holy Spirit who resides with us, and after baptism in the Holy Spirit, who resides IN us----just as Jesus said.  

 

As a related but separate point concerning attacks on/against Christians---if Jesus Christ, John the Baptist, all the OT prophets, Joseph of the OT, all NT Apostles, and the folks of the Jerusalem church of Acts are any examples (and I believe they are the epitome of best examples), the more righteous one is, the more attacks, more persecution, more afflictions, heartaches, trials, tests, and false accusations one will experience---and I can attest to this personally by some of the very ones you might least expect----professing Christians---"religious" folks!!!!!  

 

It was "religious" folks who murdered the OT prophets, murdered Jesus, murdered the Apostles, persecuted the Jerusalem church members, and scattered the Jerusalem church, including the religious zealot Saul, later named Paul who had people arrested, imprisoned, whipped, stoned and beaten!!!  It has been clergymen and "professing" Christians who have tried to have me thrown in prison by false charges and trumped up prevarications---then, they ignored the law of the land as well as God's laws to try to have me incarcerated.  Again, I speak from personal experience.  

 

None of us can attain righteousness of our own will, minds, power or strength, but only by the power of the Holy Spirit.  This realization underscores, indeed, demands, that we be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Then, once baptized, to keep our "spiritual gasoline tanks" full of the Holy Spirit daily for the rest of our lives.  A continuous, ongoing filling and infilling!  
 

In summary, I know that this email is long, but it is chocked full of some of the most meaningful information of tremendous value to you this day and the rest of your natural lives that you will ever receive----I can say this without a bit of doubt.  You will not glean, digest or understand all that is written here in one sitting nor one reading.  I've also addressed subjects in such a way that I know what Dennis and Rita Bennett say in their books, so I've tried not to repeat anything here----therefore, this email may seem to be disjointed and difficult to follow.  If you would like further amplification or elaboration about anything said here, please don't hesitate to ask.  

 

I mentioned two subjects I wanted to address---one, that the Holy Spirit does good work---and two, your need for baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Combined with the Bennett's books, this email should provide you with sufficient biblical teaching, justification and rationale for both of you (or anyone else) to be baptized or filled with the Holy Spirit----I use the terms "filled" and "baptized" interchangeably.  

 

No spiritual healing is done except by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Further, you and I cannot do all the righteous/holy things in Scripture without the power of the Holy Spirit residing in us.  You NEED to be baptized in the Holy Spirit earliest----today is not too soon!  Also, please don't think this baptism is some long, drawn-out affair---it may be possible to be baptized in the Holy Spirit and receive your prayer language in a matter of minutes this very day---so please don't delay this action.  Please.  

 

I would like to share some Vietnam stories with you as you asked, but first things first---and first priorities are to get all of us in right-standing with the Lord and to receive all He wants us to receive first.  For as Scripture says, seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you  (Matthew 6:33).  This tells us what our first priorities are and should be, right?  Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things (including healing) shall be added unto you---which also refers to the seven priorities I gave to you and making God first and foremost in your life---seek the "Healer" first, not the "healing" first.  

 

My love and prayers to you and yours.  And again, thank you so very, very much for your prayers on my own behalf----you'll never know how much I truly appreciate your prayers for me and my family.  It's almost with tears in my eyes at this moment that express the sincerity and gravity of what I'm saying here.  

 

Now, because it's after 10:00 A.M. my time and I've spent the entire night in typing this email to you, I think it's time to catch a nap----my spending the time to type this might be indicative of how important the message to you.  I really believe the Holy Spirit is telling me to share this message to you in the strongest way possible and as urgent as possible---I don't fully understand this, but I have learned to simply believe and obey such promptings from the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit has His reasons for this, and I simply trust and believe Him.  

 

Ron White

 

P.S.  In my above explanations, I've stepped on some theological and doctrinal "toes" and "feet" of some, but I use only Scripture to say what I believe and practice---and I try my best NOT to believe, practice or teach man-made doctrines or human opinions.  As Scripture says, you shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free.  Truth, sitting on a shelf, does not set one free.  One must “know” truth before truth sets one free!  I could probably teach a seminary college course or two on apologetics, which is basically discussing, supporting or refuting doctrines----and every church on earth has man-made doctrines and theologies not supported by Scripture---without exception.  I can describe some of the false, man-made doctrines for every type of church organization you or I can name.  I'm not boasting, nor am I saying I’m perfect and others are imperfect---it's just that I know of false, man-made doctrines, beliefs and practices of virtually any church organization you or I can name, and such doctrines do not line up with the truth of Scripture.  When appropriate, I will share these with you and others, as I have done in this email.  Also, for clarity, I do not criticize the good people of those churches---most of them simply believe and practice what their seminary, "shepherd" or leader teaches, and much of it happens to be false or man-made or mere human opinion.  

 

Please also know that I continue to pray for you regularly and often, as I do other PALS and families, friends and relatives.  

 

I think the above teachings and Scriptures may also apply to other folks as well.   

 

Let us pray a prayer for your baptism in the Holy Spirit (please pray this prayer aloud):

 

“Heavenly Father, I thank You for giving Your Son that I might have eternal life.  Jesus, I thank You for giving Your life that I might receive the gift of eternal life.  I believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  I repent and ask forgiveness of any and all sins, whether sins of commission or omission or ignorance or forgetfulness on my part.  I believe in Jesus Christ who is God the Son and the Son of God the Father.  I believe Jesus died on the Cross for me and my sins, was resurrected three days later, and was seen by many, before ascending to heaven.  In accordance with Your Word, I ask You to baptize me in the Holy Spirit, now, in the name of Jesus Christ.  I ask for any and all gifts that You want me to receive.  Please baptize me, Holy Spirit, with Your power and love.  May I be and become all that You want, have planned, and desire for me to become.  Now I yield my heart, mind, will, emotions, tongue and body to You.  Please give me my prayer language now, in Jesus' name.  Amen.”  

 

Now, simply believe and receive your prayer language.  That language is from and by the Holy Spirit of God---not of you, me, or any mortal, but God the Holy Spirit.  

 

Congratulations, my friend!!!   

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: John 

To: Ron White 

Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 9:28 PM

Subject: Hello "my friend"

Hello Ron,
 

I wanted to write you a quick note to let you know Ev and I think and pray for you daily.  You have helped us out sooo much over the last few months.  I also want you to know we are continuing with our spiritual growth and faith.  We have our ups and downs, but we are steadfast in the knowledge that we are in good hands with Jesus Christ.
 

I'm trying to keep the priorities straight that you outlined in a previous e-mail, but it is hard.  I constantly have to keep reminding myself of what is most important.  I feel so much better physically, mentally, and spiritually when I am in close fellowship with God.  
 

We will continue to stay in touch.  I feel there is so much more to do and learn from you.  Besides, you've become a close friend and I haven't heard any of your Vietnam stories.  We'll call you as soon as the chaos slows, but please rest assured we're on the road to healing.
 

God bless you and your family.
 

Love,
 

John & Ev. 

 

 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  SHARE AND COPY OR SEND TO ANYONE.  BUT THIS ARTICLE MAY NOT BE COPYRIGHTED NOR PUT IN BOOKS OR OTHER COPYRIGHTED MATERIALS SO THAT IT BECOMES SOMEONE ELSE’S COPYRIGHTED PROPRIETARY MATERIAL.  (To all readers:  I add this to articles I write, because one man took the testimony of my healing of ALS, published it in his copyrighted book, then told me that my own testimony is now his own copyrighted proprietary material, and any further use of my testimony by me can subject me to law suit for copyright infringement.  About 40 years of experiences, years of study, and a few dozen hours went into writing and editing this article, and I don’t want someone else to copyright it, then claim it as “theirs.”  Again, you have my permission to copy and share this with anyone, including group studies, as long as it is left unchanged and is not altered in any manner.  The use of a KJV or RSV or Authorized KJV or Catholic or other Bible states the exact quotes as above, with minor exceptions, and essentially all with the same meanings.  I use quotes from the NKJV for ease of understanding and clarity for those who are not accustomed to reading the Bible.  Thanks for understanding.)  
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